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SL CJ > 
THE READER. 


Gentle Reader, 


T i like thou haft heard the Stary of the 
Trojan- Horſe , which the Grecians 
built by the councel of Pallas, and by 
ſubtle Sinons perſwaſion procured to 
be received into Troy, but to the 
ruine of that ancient and famous City: 
For in the next night iſſued out of it 
4 warlike troop of the nut} valiant 
Greekifh Captains couched ſecretly theres , which invaded 
the City, and laid it weſte with fire and ſword. Much 
like unto thi Trojan-horſe hath been ſet on foot bere_> 
in England, an Univerſall Toleration for all wayes , 
and conſciences in gs jy No doubt it was by Sa- 
tans craft, and by the inſinuation of ſome cunning 
Sinons. 1t i like toredound to the great prejudice, if not 
ruine of our Troy, 1 mean, of the Church of God in thu 
Land, and the Goſpel of Chriſt. For ont of it have come 
A2 forth 


To the Reader, © 


forth, not ſome (mall Bands, but numerows Armies of un- | 

godly. Blaſphea ics ,, Herefies;, . .Errours Secs and 

Schiſms; a6 whertof oppoſe the Ferrdamental Truths 

of the Goſpel ; ſome ai#urb the Peace and Unity: of the 

Churches : _u4 {ith to the'great Joy of Satan and Grief 

of the G: d'y, exceedingly hinders the thriving and pro- 

greſſe of the Goipel:* -. Out of thi "Womb have broken 

forth that execrable crue of Ranters , which (peak bor- 
pate (11d Blaſphemies of God , of Chiiſt, of the Scriptures: 
the Rancers. of the Arians, Secinians 4nd Antiſcripturiſts, who , by 
this curſed DoArines break: down ſome main Pillars of 
our Chriſtian Faith. Out of this Womb alſo are bro. | 
ken forth a0:hiy ſort of erroneous Perſons , not ſo pernt. 
cious as theſe former , though very dangerous, whoſe Do- 
frines are, I doubt, like unto thoſe waters into which the 
VV 0+;weed-ſlar j:ll , and are. become ſo bitter, that whoſo 
drinks thereof is in danger to die: And of the rank/ are 
ow Arminians, Antinomians., Soul-Mort-liſts, Anti- 
{a"\katarians, Seekers, and ſuchlike, Out of this Womb 
alſo are come forth another byood , not ſo, dangerow: for their 
Errors (thug h ſome be grifſe ani abſurd\,)-45 grievons for 
rhe Rents and Diviſions which they make', and aclizht to 
muintain : CAmong which. cur Anabaptiſts are the- | 
[ ading men; Afier whim come up cloſe all thoſe other Se- 
paratiſts and D ſſenters.from ws, who have embraced 
ſuch a Truth and Goſpel, as in their ſenſe about it , will 
admit of no Unity with us of the Presbyterian-way, in 
Church, n«y ſcarce in Chriſtian Communion, and 
ſeem ſo flrangely 10 be affetted toward ws, as if they 
woru'd no: willingly allow 5 a place in Heaven with 
them, nor they willingly be in the ſame Heaven with us. 
't. i an ancient and approved Axiom : Quz conveni- 
unt 


To the Reader, 


unt in eodem tertio, ea quoque- inter ſe conveniunt, 
Whatſoever things agree in ſome one third thing, they.al- 
ſo agree between themſelves, What a ſad thing u« this 
then that Chriſtians, and Saints of God , meeting in 
the one and onely corner Stone Feſws Chriit, upon whons 
they endeavour 10 build the whole frame of their Do- 
@rine, Worſhip and Diſcipline , / culd ſo ill agree in 
their mutual Converſation each with other ? ſo farre diſa. 
gree in the joint-Worſhip of the Lord, that they ſeem to 
be poſſeſſed with as bitter 4 ſpirit of diſcord as the two 
Brethren the Poets fable of , Eteocles and Polynices, 
whoſe hatred was (0 unreconcilable ,, that after Death the 
lame of the fire wherein their bodies were joyntly burnt 
would not cloſe, but did divide aſund:ir. Avd if that 
man ( Linaker ) were now alive, and ſhould ſez 
this ' implacable divifuon. between the Profeſſours of the. 
ſame Goſpel, would he not, and that juitly, break ont with 
indignation agdinſt us , into that his paſſiona'e Speech : 
Surely either theſe men profeſle not. the right Goſpel 
of Chriſt, or are nct right, Profeſlours of tis Go- 
ſpel 2 This is 4 Lamentation, and this ſhall be for a La- 
mentation. O God, who art the Father of Peace ,\.O. 
Chriſt , who art the Prince of Peace,, .O Holy Ghoſt, 
who art the Spirit of Peace, work it in the Hearts. and 
Aﬀe tions of thy Children, Diſciples and Saints," that 
they may love and livein peace. Bus to come to mine intend- 
ed matter, | 
From hence alſo bath ariſen this new forged Sef# of 
AM, Hendens, of the which theſe following Papers will 
give thee a ſlight view ;, and with the which 1 am at 
#nawares more deeply engaged then at. firſt I meant; 
3 T 
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* Pardon the People after Bacchus *his Orgia when they were 


To the Reader, 


The brief Story whereof is this , M. Henden hath been 4 
man of good Note theſe many years , for Profeſſion of Re- 
lighon ;, no defpiſer of Learning, but rather a lover of it. 
By his private Induftry he hath added to his Grammaz- 
$ chool-learning, ſome Knowledze of the Original Tongues. 
Studios alſo he hath been of the Scriptures; (unto which 
his retired life, partly upon ſome bodily infirmity , partly 
(<s ſome have thought ) upon ſome worldly Diſcontents, 
gave him an opportunity) and eſpecially of the dark Pro- 
phecies of Ezeki:l, Daniel and the Apocalyps. Is the 
which his vein hath been tos vary from the fiream of other 
Interpreters, and to produce fome unuſual notion of bis 
own with no ſmall confidence of its truth, This man was 
heretofore a great Antagoniſt of the old Separatiſts cal- 
led Browniſts , and with much zeal did, againſt them, 
maintain ow Churches in England, and our Miniſt 

then, as the true Churches and cMiniftery of cirif, 
But now of late, 1 know not how, on the ſudden it was 
noiſed abroad, that he was changed in his Principles, fal- 
len from our Communion , and had ereffed a new uncouth 
way by himſelf, and much purer then any othir. And 
truly hercupen there was much flocking to hims of unſt«- 
ble ſouls : Much like 4s the Poet deſcribes ay ara of 
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ſt breag 


ſmile, the man 7# a} T hebes, 


Turba ruit, miſtzque vitis matreſque nuruſque, 
Er vulg us procere{que ignotaad facra feruntur. 


The rout rungheadlongand allmirt together, 
- —m0_ and their DaughterSeach = 
r: . c 


To the Reader. 


common le 
The pe deheneh leweer 


This miſe cauſed me, who had ſame Acquaintance with 
him, 10 write to him the firſt Letter in this Paper, wot 
with a purpoſe 10 make any Controver ſie of it , but to be 
informed from himſelf what his way was, Herewnto in cou- 
venient time he returned kindely unto me an Anſwer , 4s 
among theſe Papers you may ſee. 1 4s therewith ſatis. 

fied, minding encly to ſerk into the truth of his way for 
mine own ſatifation without further medling. But loe 1 
fannd that 1 had medled with « neſt of Waſps which 
would not let me ſo go off Far it was by and by noi- 
ſed and given ont by hu Party among# ws, that M.Hen-- 
den had ſent me a Writing in which he had utterly blown 
up oy Churches, Ordinances and Miniſtery from the— 
very foundation, and ſuch an one as I could not anſwer. 
What ſhould I do here ? If 1 had replied nothing , there 
would have been no end of their triumph which was al- 
ready lond' enough. Will 1, nill 1, therefore I was fain 
10 take up the Bucklers, and return ſomewhat in reply to 
M.Henden. 7 had 4 purpoſe only a l:ttle to come aboard 
their Ship, and take 4 view of their Commodities what 
they were , but by the contentious humours of fellow-ven- 
turers, 1 am forced thus 16 fall. imo ſome earneſt zrapple 
about the geedneſs of their Wares, Take theſe 4s 
fighter beginnings of the buſineſs between ws : Some 
larger and more ſiriow Diſcourſe s in time like to fol- 
low : If M.Henden will be drawn to make his laſt Wri- 
ting more publick, which 1 deſire. Reade. theſe, if thou” 
canft (pare ſo much time as to tak notice of this no 
| tri-- 


trifling Controverſie. And in' reading take to thy ſe] 
a =; and fall Liberty to judge of the caafe accord 4 
evidence of Arguments 0% both ſides, And know that at 
length the Word of God mui# and will both judge of it, 
as thy judgement about it. 


Augult.18, 
I65T, 


To the Reader. 


1M! 


Thine in the Lord Chriſt to learn of thee 4 
#r ay godly Chriftian how in the bf | 


w4y to know and ſerve Chrift 


Jo, Elmeſton. 


(1) : 
atrtutotuttat: 


Good M, HB NDEN, 


Have beard partly by common fame, but more 
% certainly from M.ifiamſon (who lately had 
ſome confer:nce with you) that you are devia- 
ted of late from many of thoſe principles and 
praQtices, wherein heretofore you did concurre 
' with ns. Indeed there is now adayes great 
talk of mnch new light broke forth, and ſhining, colatter Pros 
feflours,and thoſe many, but young men, above that which elder 
Proteſtants and Profefſours have been or are acquainted with. 
Which boaſt accafionerh me to minde a Story which I have mer 
with among ancient Authors, of one Nawplixs a King, whoto re- 
verge upon the Greeks the death of his ſon Palawedes, by them, 
as he conceived, wrongfully put to death, upon their return from 
Troy, did ſet up in the night n he onthe vop of the hill 
Capharens ; which they, 1n their courſe and failing eſpying, and 
coppoling it to be afriendly light ro ſhew them the way to ſome 
ſafe harbour to anchor in, direRed their courſe thither, and fo 
fell upon many dangerous Recks and Wir pools, whereof that 
ſea was full, to the wofull caſting away of many ſhips and men. 
Pardon me now if I chink that Saran the Prince of darkneſs in- 
deed, whoyetcan transform himſelf into an Angel of light, 
hath a great hand in kindling and ſetting up much of this new 
light out of malice to the ſalvation of mankinde, This is certain 
and manifeſt enough, that too many , while they ſteer cheir 
courſe after and towards theſe lights, ſome make ſhipwrack of 
the faich upon the Rock of dangerous errors ; others of peace 
and unity upon the Rock of raſh and nojuſtifiable Separation 
from our publick, though well-reformed Afſemblies ; others of 
Chriſtian meekneſs , ws moderation , and charity , upon the 
Rock of a bitter ſpirit, and baſe virulent railing. The more 
carefull had you necd to be that you give not countenance too 


haſtily to theſe new lights , nor forſpke your old good way to 
B walk 


(2) 
walk after them who are not like to go aſtray alone, but to car- 
ry many along with you into errors, But notwithſtanding all 
this which I bave ſaid, I do acknowledge Gods rich grace to us 
in theſe times, in vouchſafing much fuller and clcarer light to 
us in any things then in former dayes. And that opinion have 
I with many Chriſtians hereabouts, of you and your judicious 

iety, that you are like as ſcoen to diſcern of old errors, and 

nde out ſome of thoſe truths which have oewly appeared, as 
ſome ctbers, whole ſtudy hath been long and much bent to dive 
into dark and hard Prophecies, and to ſearch out their myſteries, 
to take notice of the Church-controvetrſies ef our times, and to 
{{ttle your (clf and others abour them. The errand of theſe 
lines therefore is not to cxpollulate with you about your change; 
Bur to requeſt you in writing briefly ro impart to me thoſe new 
Points you have pitched upon, & what your opinion is about our 
publick Miniſtery, the Presbytery and our Church-afſemblies. Ler 
me intreat you to ſet down plaioly the Poſitions you hold about 
theſe,and to annex your reaſons thereunto, Iam willing to leara 
what I know not, & ſhall acccunt myſelf much beholding to you 
or any other who (ball frghe-me from the leaſt errour in Divine 
matter,or diſcover unto me any truth of Gods Word to me yet 
unknownthe leaſt whereof I eſteem gbove 2ll /ndian Pearls and 
Raties.It is a (aying of Cato,though but of a young School-boyer- 
haok and Author, yet very wortby to be remembred, 


Ne pudeat qua neſciers te velle docers : 
Scire aliquid laws eſt, jwdor et nil diſcere welle, 


Be not 2ſham'd williog thy ſelf to ſhew 

Such things to be taught as thou doſt not know, 

To know ſome thing itis a commendation, 

To nill to learn ought is a ſhamefull faſhion, 
Wherewith I conclude, and am 


Your much well- wiſhing friend 
Decemb,11. 
164% and brother in Chriſt, 
7. E. 


Moſt worthy Sir, 
Ws: I highly eſteem fir Piety, and reverence for Gra» 


vity and learning : Tour Letter I have received, cone 

taining a friendly admonition to beware of old errors in- 
truded under the fpecione ſhew of new lights. It us true, Satans ſub- 
tilty Was deep and deceivable in all ages ; but the main ſtrength of 
bis Art and Policy Was combined in making up the Man of Sinne, 
All deceivablene ſſe of unrighteouſne (ſe, the Whole Myftery of ini- 
quity 14 3n him contratted; Wha, being now by the glorious beams 
of truth more clearly diſcoveredin the Romanift, Epiſcopacy, &c. 
to be a falſe Chriſt in the Wildernefſe, bath ſince entered into his 
ſecret Chambers, Where ke ſcemingly puts on 4a more curions areſſe 
of Holineſſe and Paricy neerly reſembling the Wedding garment of 
the Prinutive Church, that by hu glittering array he might, if it 
Were poſſible, deceive the very eleft, Herewpon the Spirit reckons 
it for aprincipal point of Wiſdom to know the full number of the 
Beaſt. Truly Sir, 1 do With yor conf(ſe , that I bave ſearched 
the Scripture from my childchood, negleting no part of the Old 
and New Teſtaments, and that [ haves much enquired into thoſe 
wyſteries conched under the Viſions of the Prophets ; bus efþecially 
theſe ſhewed by Chriſt himſelf ro John 5» his Apocalyps, 4s that 
contratling the reft belonging to h15 and after times into a methods 
cal Abridgement. My ground for it Was this, Becanſe I fonnd 4 
peculiar bleſſing attributed to thoſe Who read , hear and keep the 
. Word: of this Prophecie, as that containing the whole teſtimony of 
Feſms, being (6 fall as nothing can be added to or detrated from ut, 
Without 4 dreadful curſe, Revel.13. & 19.10, & 22.18,19. and 
from bence concluded, That there Was a divine Treaſure of heaven- 
* by Wiſdom encloſed in this precious ( abinet, and bring 4 Prophecie 
of all Gofpel-times, that the ſeveral diſpenſations of God proper to 
every period With Satans oppoſite Works, was bere wcluded, Which 


10 plain Text of Scripture (6 fully evidences ; aud that the know- 
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(4) 
ledge thereof Wenld be 4s a pillar of Clond to direft us in every 
age to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes therow his ſove- 
ral adminiſtrations, and a true light to diſcover thoſe Rocks of 
error, Which men running againſt hazard the Wracking of their 
ſoul: ; and that thu being veiled from the fight of the World wnder 
dark_T pes, that f6 Amtiichriſt fore-prophe fied of, might" have 
cloſer and freer entrance, requires the more induftry to draw it 
out, Neither Was the higheſt reach of my capacity able to dive (6 
farre into theſe ſetrets, 4s to diſcover, the Beaft farther then the 
Pope and Biſhops, till the Spirit Who only knows the deep things of 
Ged , removed farther from mine eyes that weil caft upon the 
eyes of all Nations, I{n.25.7, «1d revealrd unto me, That the 
ſenndation of «Antichriſt conſiſted iu an ufarped power of (urch- 
Diſcipline footed upon man and bus Will Without the (all of God, 
And that the callof God in onr times is onely for ſeparation and 
rewarding , being during the vials pouring, bat in our journey 
toward Sion viſibly ſeparated, and having but in part pat off our 
Babyloniſh Garments, Reve/l 18 446. and 15.8, And that the 
time for viſible marriage is not till all enemies are down by the 
vials, and God onely reigns, Revel.19.7,8,9. Iſa. 62.5. And 
that all viſble Church-marriage from the Apoſtaſie till this reign 
i out of Gods time (Whoſe Prerogative it iz onely ty ordain th 
times andſtaſons) and ſo being founded only on the Will, Call, 
Name and Power of man, and not on Gods (all, muit be bea- 
ſtial, And that the breathing of the Spirit iu theſe both Officers 
and Ordinances in the Primitive Agegtbe life and ſoul of both, was 
fence reflrained, being 4s a carcaſſe Without a ſoul, Ezck. 1, 4, 
AR. 2.2, 1 Timoth. 4-14, Revel.7 1, Andthen at the brights 
neſſe of Chrifts coming th: ſame Spirit of pourmg and breathing 
retwraed, la.32.15. Ezek.37 9. Matth,24.27,28. P{zlm. 9744, 
Now leaſt any miſtake me, as though ! ſubverted al Goſpel. Ordi 
nances, We conceive that Ordinances ave of two forts, 

1. Such 4s are founded more immediately on our ſpirit nal union; 
and the Covenant of Grace, as Miniſter, Baptiſm the Lords Sup- 
per, Prayer, Profeſſion &c. 

2, Such a are footed upon Church-ftating , and appertain to 
Officials, 4s. Ordination , Confirmation, Excommunication, 


Aamiſſi- 


(s) 


Admiſſion, Abſolution, &c, The firſt of theſe We (ay, The gates: 


of hell never prevailed agaipſt theww, but they Were horn wp by the 
Spirit of Prophecie thorow the Whole time of this deep pag bra 
es teaching and Baptiſm Was everlaſting, Matth, 28, 19,20. 
Iſa. $5.13. & 56.5. Revel.7, S$o the bread and Wine hold forth 
bus death till be come, 1 Cor. 11.26, Alſs Prayer was alwayer, 
1 Theſſ.5.17, Revel, $.34, &9, 13. Likewiſe Profeſſion couti> 
nued, Rey.1 143, 

T he ſecond ſort, to Wit, The Keys deemedefſential to O fficials, 
Were not alwayes truly uſed, Theugh the name Was fore- prophe ſ5- 
edto beeverliſting, yes V jad, the Hand or the Keys held forth 
by the Hand, interpreted Place, is not ſs fpecified* 11a. 66,5. Bat 
Was wholly reſolved in the Pope, to Whom another Key Was given 
With other Smoke and Officers, the Locufts, Revel. 9, Neither 
Was there any other face of Officials, but among? the Papiſts in 
Lurhers time, Who himſelf Was a Monk, Nay the viſible Church, 

the foundation of theſe failed; onely a ſealed eleft number remain- 
od, Revel.7.3.to 9. and 9.4, Wedeſtroy rot theſe Ordinances, 
but hold that they have a bring in the Scripture of truth, andin the 
minde and deſire of the faithful, And now inonr return from Bu- 
bylon, We do as the Iiraclitcs of old, carry theſe veſſels of the Lord 
along with ns in this our journey of *paration, lini,q2.11, but 
dare not efficiat in them in the Territories of Babylon, in Which 
We are till We bave paſſed by the ſixth vial over rhe River Euphra- 
tes, Revel,16.12» Theſe with many other Diſcoveries / have 
received; the full explanation whereof with al their Scriptures 
and Reaſons wonldrequire a volume ; which neither the flirength 
of my body, or my time, teing now preciou, will permit me largely 
to delineate with my Pen, Ton ſoull command any thing which 
with convenience | am able to perform 1 And therefire, Sir, let 
me beſeech you to come wato mr, Who am not able to viſit youy 
With-What friends you ſhall make choiſe of , and you ſhall be re- 
ally Welcome , Where 1 Will (48 God ſhall inable me ) grant 
your requeſt by a living voice , and freely hear your Anſwers 
and Objeftions ag ainſt What 1 ſhall fpeak, For 1 deſire to have 
it brought t» the Touchſtone of Truth, and there to be tried to 
the wimoſt, And if by our confeerrence We cannot be wnited in 
B 3 our 
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(6) 
our Judgement, yet 1 ſhall defire to be joyned With you in my 
Aﬀettion, as highly ug wy wnion With all the godhy, 
with this Proviſo of Ariſtotle, Amicus Socrates , amicus 
Plato, ſed magis amica Veritas, Socrates « my friend, Plato 
wy friend, but truth s my more ſpeciall friend, The Truths 
of God are 10 be valued above the neareſt Relations. Thus With my 
beſt reſpeft remembred, Ireft and remain, 


Toxr very loving Friend 


Bennenden Fan. 2. 
1649. 


Simon Henden., 


(7) 
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The Diſcovery and Diſcouraging of the new- 
ſprung Schiſm raiſed and maintained by Mr $/men 
Henden of Bennenden in Kent. 
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Good Mt Henden, 


þ Thank you very much for your taking in good part 
Ka my writing to you, for your pains taken to anfwer 
SV me, and your free imparting to me your Principles 
$2 SZ on which you go in this new way, apd embrace all 
” this as no ſmall teſtimony of your good opinion 
of, and good affcRions toward me. Bur having with fome de- 
liberation peruſed your Letter, I muſt needs profefſe that your 
Principles do not appear ſo clear and ſolid unto me as that 1] ean 
cleſc with them, In which reſpe& for a fuller debate and clears 
ing of them, I have thought meet to propound to youin writing 
my doubts about them, fince 1 can hardly finde leifure from my 
<chool-imploiments, nor ſince my weakneſle am hardly ſtrong 
enough to come over to you in preſence to conterre - about 
them, 

Fuſt then, for what you glance at out of Marth. 24,26, cone 
cerning the Man of Sinne, as being diſcovered in the Romanilt 
and Epiſcopacy to be a falſe Chriſt in the wildernefle, and now 
retired into his Secret Chambers, in a curious drefle of holinefſe 
and purity the more efteRually to deceive ; it cannot be made 
good - 


/ BM » && 
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good by you that that place of Xarthew is particularly meant of 
the Roman Antichriſt, it is meant of thoſe who ſhould rake on 
them to be Chriſt io their own Perſon , or to {hew unto men 
Chriſt inPerſon, Some ſuch of old did ariſe among the Jews, as 
he in the time of the Emperor Adrian, that called himſelf Bey 
Cochab, the ſonne of the Starre, viz. that ſtarre propheited of 
by Ba/aam, Numb.24 17. whom afterward the Jews having 
diſcovered him for an impoſtour, called Bex. coſba», the ſonne 
of a lie : Some luch of latter years have been in Eng/azd, viz. 
Hacket with bis companions in Queen Elizabeths daies, and 
ſome not long ago amongſt us in thelg ſo fertile in ſeducers and 
ſeducements. And if it may be extended unto other ſeducers 
by way of alluſion, who preach falſe doctrine in the name of 
Chriſt, witha (hew and pretence to diſcover Chriſt unto men 
in a more clear and perfe&t way then others do, this cannot ve- 
ry fitly be applied, much leiſe be appropriated to the Roman 
Antichriſt, who hath not ated his part in a wildernefſe or de- 
ſert, asit is taken in Matthew according to the proper ſenſe of 
the word, viz, for a place not at all, or ſlenderly inbabis 
red by ſome poor cottagers, But hath ſet « God in the Temple 
of God, 2 Theſl.3.4. And ruled over Kingdoms, Nations and 
({onntries in mach pomp and magnificence, Revel. 17. 15. Indeed 
Jobw, Revel. 17. 3. Was carried into the wilderneſſ: that he 
might rake the better view of the Whore, 5, e. this great Anti- 
chriſt, but (he was preſented to him as riding on a B:aſt of ſeven 
heads and ten horns, and fitting on many waters, Revel, 17 13, 
a5 reigning in the great and ſtately City of Rowe, and ruling 0- 
ver multitudes of people, Revel. 17. g,10.15, ſo farre was ſhe 
ſhe from fAlying into the wildernefſe, or hiding her ſelf therein : 
Nor did the Beaſt nor the Frogs coming out of his mouth ever 
heretofore, or now more invite men into Chambers under a co- 
lour and pretence to fhew them Chriſt, as not tobe ſeen in the 
publick Profeſſion of the times, more then other hereticks may 
and have done, nay not more then the moſt orthodox Chriſtians 
may do and have done in ſome ſad times of darkneſſe and perſe- 
cution. Fioally, I wiſh you co conſider , whether this calling 
meninto Chambers in theſe daics from publick Aſſemblies to 
ſee Chriſt, do not fully refle&t upon the praRtice of — 
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Independents, Anabaptiſts, Seekers, nnd thelike z who leave our 
publick Afemblies and Ordinances, as if Chriſt were nor there 
not end call men into houſes, parlours and 
chambers, —_—_— pretext of more then ordinary heli- 
an & 9 0. 1 Were gmemnpong 
rom the pollution of publick worſhip, ringing Men to nea- 
rer aod fuller Communion wich Chriſt then can be enjoyed io 
publickOrdinances,1 may ſay then touching this,zs the Poe: doth 
of a witty fable he had cold, and after doth apply co one who 
thought himſelf lictle concerned in it, 
-»» Af utato nomine, de te 
Fabwula narr at ur ——. - 
Change but the name, if I may make fo bold, 
Of your own ſelf, the ſtory may be told. 


Secondly, The diligent ſcarch you do make or have made to 
underſtand the viſions of the Prophets, and in ſpecial che myſte» 
ries of the + 0 7 yy Bur chis I maſt 
adde, that you bad need co be converſant in that ſearch wich 
much bumilicy and (clf-denying, as not baving any ſuch conccir 
of your ſclf char you are enduced with a more cxcellent ſpirit of 
revelation and underſtanding in thoſe myſteries then other learn» 
cd and godly men that have with much pains and prayer (tudied 
that Book, and publiſhed cheir medications on it, but rather mi- 
truſting your own conceptions, in which yougo alone, and dife 
fer from the ſtxeam of moſt Writers and Interpreters, 25 opi- 
nioue blandiente gravid ſunt ih! ſer inm parinnt, tnnnidi taninnt 
ares, ſaith one, Whoſoever they be which travel big with childe 
of ſome pleaſing cenceit of their own, or vain opinion of them- 
ſclves,never bring forth any ſerious marter, being only big-ſwola 
bottles. Andif you hold forth any new conceit beyond or a- 
gainſt them, judicious Chriſtians will adviſe upon it, and 
not haſtily reccive it , unleſſe you can make it appear, 
that you have Daniels fpirit of wiſdom and revelation for 
interpretation of dreams and vi givea you, or can _ 
your interpretation by irrefragable argumencs. For in ſuch a 
caſe may it not be faid ro you, as Pal laid to the Corinthians 
puffed up wich ſomeſingular conceit of their knowledge __ 
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other Churches, Came the wordof God out fromyou 7 or Fame it 
ro you onely ? 1 Cor. 14. 26.( ame the Spirit of wiſdom or knowledge 
unto you only ? or came it from you to all others ? Belides,if we dee 
fire t@ know Chriſt in the whole myſtery of our ſalyation,vsz. the 
doArine of his Perſon, Offices, and the means to apply him to 
our ſelves, the waies of his Worſhip ; the Nature of the Church, 
and the Ordinances belonging to ir, and then what be the moſt 
dangerons errours in Faith or Worthip : Such things are better 
learned out of the doRtrinal bouks of Scriprure then out of the 
Apocalyps. That doth hold forth a prophetical (tory concerning 
the enemies of the Church, who they ſhould be, and where; 
how they ſhould opprefle the Church, and ac length be deſtroy- 
ed, and of the Churches cſtate before theſe enemies rilivg, under 
their power, its deliverance and glorious eſtate in the end ; but 
it doth not doarinally diſcourſe of points of faith, worſhip and 
oood works. Thoſe matters in other Books are purpoſely hand- 
led, largely and fully diſcourſed; in the Reve/ation are but touch. 
ed on by the way,in other parts of Scripture they are plainly pro» 
pounded, that common Chriſtians may conceive and come to 
the knowledge of them ; but the Revelation is veiled with fnch 
myſtical viſions and allegorical phraſes that very learned and 
moſt able Chriſtians cannot uncover the veil cleerly, and ſee to 
the end of them ; much lefle are they ſuch as can be apprehend- 
ed'by Chriſtians of che lower fort, and weaker capacicy. As the 
pillar of fire and cloud were ſuch things as were open to the view 
of all the Iſraelites ; fo thole Books of Scripture ( though 1 
exclude none) which are plaineſt and moſt obvious to the under- 
ſtanding of all Chriſtians, are ſpecially rv be accounted as our 
Pillar of cloud and fire todireR us how and where in all ages we 
ſhould follow the Lamb. 

Thirdly, Itis ſtrange co methat you ſhould affirm, That the 
foundation of the Beaſt doth conſiſt in an uſurped power of 
Church-Diſcipline footed on mans will without Gods call, It 
is true, that what Diſcipline is exerciſed only on mans will with. 
oat Gods call, is beſtial, as youterm it, and Antichriſtian; Ag 

I. That which for the thing it ſelf was wholly invented by An» 
tichriſt not being once mentioned in the Goſpel, ſuch was a- 

moyelt others the Popes intcrditing of whole Realms for ba- 
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ring any ſervice of God uſed in them upon their offending againſt 
his commands and Ordinances, | 
2. And if for the matter ir ſelf it were Chriſts Diſcipline, 


yet it was managed cot by the hands of Chriſts Officers, bur of 


Antichriſt, and againſt Chriſts faithfull ſervants ; ſuch was Ex- 
communication exerciſed by the Pope, papal Biſbops, Commiſe 
faries, and the like. Notwithſtanding Diſcipline,nor the uſurped 
power of it cannot be the foundation of theBeaſi, There are three 
things in Chriſtian, and ſo in Antichriſtiao Religion, DoEtrine, 
Worſhip and Diſcipline ; and theſe ſo anſwer one another, that 
look what place any one of them hath in the one, the ſame ir 
hath in the other Religioo, Now none ever did or can affirm 
Difcipline to be the foundation of Chriſtian Religion; it is but 
as the roof, or at beſt but as the wals of it, and ſerves to beauti- 
he or to guard and preſerve it ; It is ſound Doctrine in the prin- 
ciples of faith that is the foundation of Chriſtian Religion, 1 Cor, 
3-11, Soit is the falſe DoArine of the Rowan Church that is the 
foundation of the Beaſt and Antichriſtiao Religion, And this 
the Apoltle S.Zohn doth teach, 1 Fob,4.23, Every on? that cone 
feſſeth Chrift to be come in the fleſh, uw of God ; but every one that 
denieth Chriſt to be come in the fleſh is nor of God; this ts the Foiris 
of Antichrift, Itis in effeRt as much as if he had faid z Sound 
Dodtrine conceroing Chriſt his Nature, Perſon and Offices, is 
the mainground and mark of Chriſtian Religion ; and falſe dos 
Arine touching theſe things the principal note and ground of An» 
tichriſtian Religion. Beſides the Popes excravagant excrciſc 
of Diſcipline in excommunicating, ſulpendiog, @c. not onely 
fingle perſons, but whole Nations, and diſpoſing all Church-dig- 
nities, &c, Was founded on that falle Doftrine which was firtt 
laid, That the Pope was an Univerſal Biſhop, Vicar of Chriſt, 
and the viſible Head of the Church, Dodrine then is the foun- 
dation of the Beaſtz3nd not the uſurped power of Church-Dif- 
cipline, Laſtly, None can comply with the Bzaſt in the founda- 
tion of his eſtate without loſle of his ſalvation,: as who doth lie 
and relie on ſome other befides the onely foundation- of falvati- 
on, which is Jeſus Chriſt, and, worſhippeth the Bealt ig acknow- 
ledging him for the Vicar of Chriſt in the Church and ſupreme 


Head under him, and ſubmits to his Decrees and new — 
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of faich ; But many may and have too much complied with the 

Beat in the exerciſe of Diſcipline, vis, Excommunication, Su- 

Ordinatiop, &c, managirg it in a Popiſh manner, 

whom yet we have jult eos — os ſbould m_ 

molt not to wie or the main to have 

tins, denrebcndr laved, Such as were 

thoſe Di Biſhops in Queen Xſaries dayes, Riddey, Lati- 

mer, Hooper, &c. and Gri Jewel and others in Queen E6- 

aabeths Reign. 

Fourtbly, It is a new conceit not heard of before among In- 
of the Apecalyps, and which I cannot imbrace, That 
m_ our times we w called —— — 

rewardivg her, {o that upon ting from ber, 
people go further, as to ſer up reformed Churches, and gather 
themſclves into Church- order, it isin your opinion agaiaſt, or 
at leaſt without Gods command. But 

Firſt, This is x courſe flat contrary to that which the Lord hath. 
followed and preſcribed to his people in former times, whole ſe- 
paration from Idolaters and prophane Nations was (till accom- 
Eve tad ann chew. of s Church-ſociety for Gods 


ice and mutual edification. No ſooncr did God call Abre- 
out of his idolatrous Countrey , but he ſet up a viſible 
Church ip his Family, teaching him to call on God and fer up al- 
rars for his Worſhip, Ge».12.8, and furniſhing him with ſome 
pou cr of Diſcipline, Gen/. 17.14. and 18.19, So when the 
Lord brought the 1/rae/ires out of e/£gypr, be brought them not 
out to wander up and down as 2 confuſed multitude, but within 
hore time formed them into a Church, and within a year or 
thereabouts gave them the Law, furniſbed them with a Taberna- 
cle, Sacrifices, Miniſtry and Ordinances of all forts, This did 
the Jews alſo upon their return out of Babylon take to be their 
duty in a Church» way to ſect up Gods worſhip, in building the 
Temple, providing Sacrifices, refioring the Miniſtery, and or- 
dering means for them, And when the Jews flacked their 
hand this way upon a pretence that the duc time to build the 
houſe of God was not yet come ( much like as you now ſay, it 
1s not yet time to ſet up viſible Churches or Church- Diſcipli 
they were reproved for the flacknefle and vain pretence by the 
IO. 
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Prophet Haggas, Hag.1,3,5, Anddid not the Apoſtles the like 
alſo at the fit preaching of the Gelpet » ſo call men from PF 
w and 7ydai/av, ns thoſe that did ſeparate from them, and 
ambrace the Goſpel, were with all convenience hoot gathered 
and formed into Chriſtian Churches to cxerciſe Worſhip 
and Diſcipline among themſclves > And what found reaſon can © 
be given, why the ſeparation Gods people are called co, Revel, 
23.4, ſbould not be thus preſently followed, with.joyning 
ther in viſible Churches, to ſerve God 'aright , 20d enjoy 1 
Ordinances, bur that they muſt remain a people with- 
our any Church-order among themſelves, untill all che vials be 
cd our,that is none knows how long ? 

Secondly, This is againſt a common rule for aterpretation of 
Scripture; Among Which rules this is #n approved one, That 
what Scripenre doth command the avoiding any thing as ovil, the 
ſame doth virtually command the pur ſuing of the contrary good, 
Hence commonly thoſe ewo commands go together, Flee evit 
and follow good, 24. Iſa, 16017, 12.9, and inme- 

other places. The reaſon whereof is plais, becauſc” x8 the 
perfeRtion of a good tree is not in — bac in dear» 
ing good 3 ſo the true goodneſle of a Chriſtian is nor in forbear- 
ing evil, but in doing good. This then is cereain, that the voice 
from Heaven which cals Gods people to depart from B «by/on, 
25 idolatrous, and to keep themſelves from her fins, doch virto- 
ally call upon them to ſeek our Siow, and co joyn with ber in (0+ 
ciety for the worſhip of God z which Siow if it were not then 
extant or to be enjoyed, the command were vain, and their cn- 
deavour wovld be to no purpole, 

Thirdly, This conceit and courſe doth caſt a foul blot of groſs 
ignorance or raſh preſumption upon all reformed Churches ; 
which upon their breaking off from Rowe have not contented 
themſelves with a bare ſeparation, gr 
Churches oppolite to the Rowen for Doftrine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, ſome lefſe, and ſome more pure and perfet. So 
hath all Reformation becn pradtiſed in Germany , France , Ng- 
therland, Scotland, Old ind New Englandot late. And what 
man ishe, or who be they , unlefle : can prove themſelves 
now Apoſtles or Propheys, or have the pregnant weoſ of 

3 


(14) 


God for ir, and build not only upon their own conjecural ins 
rerpreration of prophetical myſteries, about which other godly 
learned are at a ſtand, who will preſume to tas and blemiſh {a 
many famous Churches, and ſo many godly and learned Die 
vines which were their guides and leaders? Surely it is not piety 
to condemn the generation of the righteous, Pſa/m 73.15. nor 
humility to flight the conſent of ſo many Churches of God, 
x Cor.,11.16. 

Fourthly, It is well worth the while to ſcan the time when 
this call for ſeparation Revel,18.4, was given; And if all cir- 
cumſtances be well weighed, this call was not proclaimed untill 
God had pur it into the heart of ſome Kings and States to joyn 
co invade and deftroy Rome nt ſelf, which preparation is intima» 
ted before, ('bep.17.16, and was ſurely abour the pouring out 
of the laſt, or ſome of the laſt vials. And now being ready to 
give the 0n-ſcr on Rowe, by this voice they are called on to plague 
her thorowly, Revel.18.6. At which cime this call is direRed 
ro ſuch of Gods people as might then be hidden in that idola. 
rrous City, or the adjoining Territories by a perſonal flight to 
forſake ber and thoſe places of danger, and provide for their 
ſafety. W bich things conſidered, it 1s not clear that the time of 
this call is yet come, (ſince we ſee ſmall preparation made as yer 
or intended by Chriſtian States or Princes againſt Rowe, the 
Throne of the Beaſt, or /raly his Neſt and Fortrefle. And how 
long it will be ere this be effeRed onely the Lord knows, I am 
ſure that moſt accounts that learned men have hitherto made of 
theſe things, have miſſed, and they are in a milt about the three 
or four lal(t vials, not being able cercainly ro untold them, So 
that if you have no other ground for your ſeparation then that 
. call (as youproduce none other) you are in danger to prevent 
the due time of ſeparation, and to do all you do in it meerly up- 
on your own will without Geds call. As for the ſpiritual ſepa- 
ration madeby Preteftane Princesand Churches, from Rome, in 
Do&rine and Worſhip, as they had a warrant tor it from this 
call, the reaſons whereof being ſuch as belong co all times and 
perſons, not to partake in Rowe ſins, do fufficieatly eoforce it ; 
ſo had they pregnant grounds for it alſo from other genera] 
commands to flee Idolatry, and fet up Gods Worlhip. I may 
laſt 
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laſt ask, Why you and your company go farther in your praftice 
then bare ſeparation ? For if by ſeparation Revel. 18, 4, you 
underſtand a ſeparation meerly negative to be meant (as you 
needs malt co make it ſerve your turn) by what warrant do you 
on the Lords-day celebrate holy Aſſemblies, and exerciſe the 
main parts of Gods Worſhip by your ſelves, and in oppoſition 
toour publick Aſſemblies, which you account beſtial 2 For this 
kinde of ſeparation allows no ſuch praRice, but confines it ſelf 
to an abſtaining from all communion in the publick Worſhip if 
corrupt, and fo farre as it is corrupt, Burt if it be a pofitive ſe- 
paration that the godly are called to (as your practice doth in» 
n_—_ it) then nothing lets, but others allo may ſervp Church- 
es for the enjoying of all Ordinances as well as you for ſome, 
AnJ ſurely when the Apoſtle did urge ſuch a call for ſeparation 
unto the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 6.17. out of /ſg. 52.11. he did 
conceive that the Chriſtians of Corinth were not onely called 
barely to ſeparate from Paganiſh Idolatry, but alſo to join toge- 
ther in the crue worthip of God, 

Fifthly, Here follow ſome things which I apprehend to be 
ſome reaſons of this your Aſſertion touching this point of ſepa» 
ration, 

1, Weare yer, you ſay, but in our journey to $;oy, viſibly ſe- 
parated, and notarrived thither, and ſo may not take on us to 
{cr up $5o»-like Churches, 

Anſw, But why are we but on our jourvey unto Sir ? vilibly 
ſeparated ? when as the Apoſtle defcribeth this to be the eſtate 
of all imbracing the Goſpel, that they are come to Mount Siow 
and the celeſtial Zer»ſalemm, and the ſame not meerly inviſible, 
but viſibly ſeparated from the impious world, Heb.1 2,22, 

2. S* Fobn ſaw many thouſands Revel, 14.1, walking with the 
L3mb on Mount Sio, and the ſame viſible as ſeen by Fohn during 
the time of the great Apoltaſie, and before the time of this more 
publick departure and Reformation. And why may not eur late 
reformed Chriſtians be ranged among thoſe thouſands, and 
admicced to the ſame Mount Siox with them, (ince in thei Re» 
formation they have endeavoured to conform unto them, 1. In 
bearing their Fathers name in their forchead by an open pro» 
feflion of Religion ; 2, In reſtoring an orderly ans 
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of Gods Worſhip by the Miniſtery and Church-afſemblics, 2s 
they praiſed God before the four Beaſts and the Elders; 3, In 
aſccibing their redemption only te God, and praiſing him for it, 
which is meant by the new Song thoſe hundred y four 
thouſand did (ing ; 4. By cleanſing themſelves from Pepiſh Ido- 
latry, as thoſe kept themſelves virgins and undefiled ; 5. By 
holding forth the praQtice of heli as in che mouths of che 
other there was no guile, | 

3. Admit that we be but in our way to this Sion, what lets 
but that we may ſerup and ule all Gods Ordinances as well as 
ſome, in this our journey ? The //>ac/53tes whenas they were bur 
in their way to Ca44s had all Gods Ordinances ſer up amongſt 
them, and made uſe of them more or leſle, as their unſceled 
eftate, and ſudden occaſions of removing would give icave. 
What you ſeem el{where to conclude to this purpoſe from the 
my bringing along the Temple-veſlels wich them from ZBaby- 

, buc not officiating with chem in their way, ſhall in its place 
be conlidered. About theſe matcers you referre me to Revel. 
15.8.where we read that the Temple was filled with ſmoke from 
the glory of God, &s. that none could enter ioto it untill the 
ſeven plagues of the ſeven Angels were fulfilled, From whence 
it ſeems you would conclude , that we are not yet come to 
$501, 

Anſw, 1 wiſh you had made the argument your ſelf, opened 
the place in your ſenſe, and applied it to the purpoſe ; For my 
part I finde a Temple even under the Apoſtaſic meaſared our, 
and an Altar, and ſome worſhipping init Revel.1 1.1, Yea, I 
finde Angels, 5. e. Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and other perſons of 
note, Whom the Lord would uſe to execute his judgements up- 
on the Antichriſtian world, Reve/.14-15,17,18. converſant in 
it, and the four Beaſts abiding in it, Reve/. 15. 79, The Temple 
then which was before the ſeven laſt plagues flkiled,gras not ſo 
ſhut but ſome did enterinto it and ſerved God thercin : Yea 
that Joh during this time ſaw it opened in heaven, Revel. 
I1.19. and 15,6. Andif Siow and the Temple in your opini- 
on be one and the ſame thing, and both note the Rate of a true 
viſible Church (as you ſeem to think) iris plain that before and 

; Under the vials there are acknowledged in the _y viſible 
urches, 
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Churches, and the ſame true and right unto which Chriſtians 
had accefſe, and in which they were converſant. You muſt par- 
don me then if herein I do not concurre with you, that none 
could enter into the Temple, or arrive at Sion, 5, ec, that no vi- 
fible Church couſd be found into which men might have en- 
trance and admiſſion, untill all the vials were poured out, Ido 
rather agree with other godly Interpreters, Who do underſtand 
it of thoſe people, who yet for their whole body are clean out of 
the Church, viz, the Jews and Pagans, but chicfly the Jews; of 
which, it ſeems, no full harveſt ſufficient ro make up a Church 
or Churches (ball or can come in, untill the vials be fully poured 
out to Romes utter deſtrution. It deth not exclude thole who 
were already admitted and entered into the Temple,as were the 
reformed Churches of the wetftern world. | 

The ſecond thing which you adde is, That we have not yet 
wholly put off our Baby/oniſs Garments, Touching which I 
(hall not ſay much, becauſe you exprefſe not what you mean by 
theſe Babylomiſb Garments, nor wherein they are not put off. 
Only ewo things Ido reply, 1. That the retaining of ſome rags 
of the Babylowiſh Garments, though ic be a deformity to 2 
Church, can no more keep a Chriſtian company or perſon out of 
$10n, then ſacrificing ynto God in high places, ſomewhat after 
an Heatheniſh manoer, could or did put the Church of the Jews 
out of Sion, or Polygamy not warranted by the Lords firit In- 
ftitution of Marriage,put Abraham, Facob or other holy men out 
of the Catalogue of the ancient and godly Patriarchs; or the re- 
mainder of ſome finfull infirmity in a man regenerate, barre him 
of Communion wich Chriſt, 2, Thoſe ſeven Angels which had 
the laſt ſeven Plagues, as they came out of the Temple ; ſo alſo 
they were cloathed with white and pure linen, and were pirded 
about the brelts with golden girdles, R-vel.15 6. Now what 
are thoſe Angels but types of choſe in{tcumencs which the Lord 
would uſc in executing thoſe ſeven laſt Plagues ? And what is the 
meaning of their coming out of the Temple, bur that they were 
perſons belonging to ſome of the Proteſtant reformed Churches? 
Now ſurely as the habit of the members was, ſuch was che ha- 
bir of the Churches to which they did belong : For how could 


they come ſo purely cloathed ont of Churches utterly impure? 
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Theſe Churches therefore which are our reformed Churches of 

thele dayes, had caſt off their Baby/oniſs Garments, and 

were clad with fine linco , which is the righteouſnefle of the 

Saints. 

The third thing, you f@y, is, T hat the time for viſible marriage 
is not yet come, untill all enemics be brought down, and God 
only reign ; and that therefore all viſible Church- marriage ſince 
the Apoſtalic taken up before the time, being onely founded on 
the will, name and power of man without Gods call, mult reeds 
be beltial. 

Asſ{w, Concerning this, I lay firſt, That it is much the Jews 
excuſe May.1.2, laying, That the time Was not yet come that the 
honſe of the Lord ſvonld be built : Whenas the time for building 
it Was ſcaſonable enough, and nothing letred but their greater 
care (© build their own houſes then the Lords houſe: So ſay you, 
The time is not yer come that viſible Churches ſhould be;gather- 
ed and married unto Chriſt in vibble manner, whenas the time 
is ſeaſonable enough, but that many have more minde to diſturb 
the work by venting fancies of their own, then to contribute 
their endeavours towards the work, 

Secondly, This is to make Chrilt to have been a Widower, as 
it were, or a Bridegroom Without a known or viſible Bride, an 
Hcad without a vitble Body, a King without a viſible Kingdom 
for more then theſe thouſand years z and how long he is like fo 
to continue none can gderermine. For what is Chriſts viſible 
Spouſe, Body, Kingdom, bur a viſible Church? and none ſuch 
hath been, according to your epinion, right and true, all this 
time of the Apoſtalic, nor yet is or ſhall be untill all the vials be 
poured our, 

Thirdly, This is to make all the reformed Churches, which 
ſince their breaking off from Reme, have been ercRed, or are 
now in Germany, France, Netherland, Scotland, Oldand New 
England, to be Antichriſtian and beſtia), which in all moderate 
and underſtanding mers judyzement, will be thought 2 raſh, un- 
charicable and audacious Aficrtion, 

Fourthly, It may as well be ſaid by you, That there is no vi- 
ſible Marriage between Chriſt and particular Chriſtians before 
the time, as that there is none between Churches and Chriſt, 
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For no particular Chriſtian can be a meet Bride for Chriſt, who 
is not cloathed with pure fine and ſhining linen, viz, The ri 
teeuſneſle of the Saints, And if no Churches ſhall be found be- 
fore that time fitly thus arrayed for their Marriage with Chriſk, 
what ſound reaſon can be yielded, why avy fingle Chriſtians can 
be ſocloathed, whenas commonly they receive their ſpiricual 
birth, being, cloathing, and all in viſible Churches where they 
live > Now nibil dat quodeon habet, None can give thac which 
they bave not; And if no viſible Churches can be found chas ar- 
rayed, it is not eafie to imagine how fingle Chriſtians ſhould ob= 
ea1n it, If private Chriſtians may be to cloathed before that 
time,- and {o fitted for viſible marriage with Chriſt; foalſocay 
whole Churches, whenas Churches are made up of particular 
Chriſtians, and particular Chriſtians are thus cloathed , among 
other ends, that they may be ficred for members of viſible Chur- 
ches. But co make this good, you referre us to Revel.19.7, 
which, how that is underſtood nor of reformed Churches in ge- 
neral,burt of the Church of the Jews, when that Nation ſhall be 
converted tothe Faith, by the moſt learned Interpreters of the 
eApocalyps, I know you well know, And for my part, though 
I will not ſay as he did, Malo cum Platone err are, quam cnn 
alits vera ſentire, yer I cannot but ſay, That it is farce ſafer te 
follow ſo many godly, learned and judicious Divines, who have 
benc themſelves to finde out the myſteries of that Book, then 
any one man, though he would be beld as fingulac in this myſti- 
cal Divinity, as P/ato was in Philoſophy. And that which you 
point unto farther out of 7/2. 62. 5. if they both concern one 
thing and time, as:you ſeem to intimate, doth much confirm 
this Interpretation. For it direQly and Exprefly ſpeaks of Sion, 
and its reſtoring, as appears by the beginning of the Chapter, 
and what follows ; which if it had nor its full accompliſhmene 
in the Jews Deliverance out of Babylon, and their Church and 
Commonwealth reſtauration thereupon, it cannot well be ap- 
plied other wile, then to the laſt converſion of the Jewiſh Nation, 
and to that excellent Church-condition whereunto they ſhall 
then be brought, , 
Secondly, Touching this allegarion, and all other of the ſame 
kinde much uſed by you, I wiſh that that notable ſaying of Ire« 
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news ſo much approved by learned Divines, were known to, or 
regarded by you, Omni Prophetia prinſquam habeat efficaciam. 
anigmats & ambignitas ſunt hominibus + ('um autem venerit 
renpus + evenit quod Prophetatum:ſt, thu Prophetie habent li- 
quidam & cer tam expoſitionem, All Prophecie before it be ac- 
compliſhed preſents nothing but Riddles and matters of doubr 
unto mens: but when the time is come, and that is fulfilled 
which was propheſied, then Prophecigs have a clear and certain 
expoſition, According to which moſt right ſentence, I fay, that 
the myſtical Prophecies of the Apocaſyps or other Scripture 
which are bur in part fulfilled, bu ſpecially ſuch as yer are whol- 
ly to be fulfilled, and fo ſubjeR ro various Interpretations, are 
roo t00 Weak grounds to build ſuch lofty opinions and aſſertions 
upon, a5 befool all learned D.vines, over-turn all right 2nd or- 
derly Miniftry, and curn all latter Chriſtian Churches into An- 
tichriſtian; For who is he that can infallibly ſay, What is weanc 
by the vials poured out on Emphrates or on the er; by the 
Harriage of the Lamb, and of his Bride, and ſundry other things 
in the following Chapters, as he ought to be able to doe, that 
will inferre and marr good luch high and. deltruQive Paradoxes, 
a5-are above-mentioned, There are many Prophecies in that 
Book alceady in parc fulfill:d, as many things about the two 
Witneſſes, the diſtinRion of the firſt and ſceond Beaſt, the vial 
poured cut on the Sun, With divers things Chap. 14 and 16, 
about Which the learned which have ſearched into thoſe Myſte- 
ries do ſo diftcr chat a man. cannot finde from them any lure 
ground to relt ypon, Its doubticfſe lawfull and profitable, as 
you and others do, to ſearch into the Myſteries of that Book, 
Bur for a clear and full Interpretation of ſome things already 
fulfilled, much more of things to be fulfilled, we mult wait the 
Lords timy (to which ſomewhat doth accord that proverbial 
Specch, 1hat Veritas eft rempers fplia ) and his Revelation of 
them by clear and :indubitable events, But by theſe miſtakes and 
d:ttcrenccs of Icarned men,as diligent and underſtanding ſearch- 
£rs as Our ſelves, We ſhould learn tobe moderate and wary, how 
we did pcremptorily determine matters fo abſtruſe ; and upon 
ſuch our private determinations lay the weight of ſuch no. 
table Paradoxes and ſtrange ſtrains 5 Which to doe is rather 
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raſh preſumption and ſelf-confidence then true knowledge and 
wiſdom, 

Sixthly, Now follows your fourth Afertion, viz. That the 
breathing of the Sprrit both in Otficers and Ordinances which 
ated inthem in the Prianitive times, is now reſtrained, 2nd (as 
ſcems to be your meaning) bath been reſtrained ever fince the 
Apoſtaſie, ſothat they were all that while, and now ate but as a 
carcaſe without a ſoul, 

eAnſw, If this be ſo, What means have there been all this 
while for mens converſion and ſalvation 2 For which the Lord 
oat of his goodnefle cannot but ever make due proviſion. From 
Whence hath proceeded the converſion of thouſands, which have 
been wrought on fince the Apoltaiic, if not from the Officers 
and Ordinances that have ſucceeded the Primitive times, and in 

ſome meaſare continued under the corrupt ſtate of the Church, 
and the ſpirits breathing inand working by them ? S* Jobs (aw, 
and that under the Apoſiatie, a hundred fourty four thouſand 
waiting upon the Lynb in Mount Sion, R:vel.14.1, Whence 
now had che(z their coaverſion buc from the Spirit in thoſe times 
breathing in, and by the Officers aid O diaances that rhen” 
were? Again, S.ZFobn ſaw ( it feems) after chis on Muunt S5+ 
on, upon the dechning of Antichriſt a great number ſtanding by* 
2 glaſlie-ſea mingled with fire which had gorten the victory over 
the Beaſt, his Image, bis Mark, and the rumber of his Name, 
ſinging a new Song, and prailing God fot their deliverance, Rev, 
15.3,3. Whence had thel: their converſion ? They were nor, 1 
ween, Aborigenes, a pcople ſprung out of the'earth, or let” 
down out of the Hcavens, but farely had their ſpiricual birth and 
being from the Spirit breaching in che Othcers and Ordinances 
ofthoſe times. Laſtly, Have not thouſands in theſe latter times' 
in the reformed Churches (and ſo arc many, the Lord be prai- 
ſed unto this day) been converted co the fairhby the preaching”: 
of the Miniſters in them ? And what more ample teſtimony can 
there be then this, that cheir miniſtery is not a-carcaſe without a 
ſoul, but that the Spiric doth breathe in the Ordinance of 
pteaching and Sacraments adminiſtred by them ? It may here by 
you be ſuggeſted perhaps, that in all theſe Ages, and fo now, 
they preached bur as gifted men, and in that way-the Spirit - 
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went along with them Not 4s Miniſters by Office. 

Anſw, This is bur ſaid, and not proved, and ſo may as eafily 
be deaicd, as it is afarmed. 

2. They inall Agcs former and latter (tood and ated as Mi- 
viſters by Oihice , were fo acknowledged and received by the 
Churches, yea and allo Chriltians converted (untill of late that 
they have been taught a new. uogratefull |cflon ) who felt the 
power of the Spirit working on chem by, theis preaching, did 
look on their converſion as a truit of their true official Miniltry, 
and a (cal thereof. 

3, The Apoſtle Pan/doth produce the converſion of the (9- 
rinthians by his preaching, not ſo much for a proof that he was 
a man ſufficiently gifted for the work of the Miniſtry, but as 4 

ſealof his Apoſticſv1p, and as a divine teſtimony, that as he at. 
ed as an Apoitlc in his Preaching, ſo indeed he was, and ſo they 
were to acknowledge him, 2 Cor.z.2. 2 Cor.9.1,2: If there» 
fore ihe converſion ot the Corinthians were proof ſufficient for 
Paxl , that he was an Apoſtle , that is, an official Miniſter, 
though extraordinary, ſurely the work of converſion formerly 
and now wrought by them, doth ſuffice tro make good, That the 
Miniſters of the reformed Churches have been, and are right 
Miniſters of Chriſt,and rightly in office under him, 

Laſtly, For thatof Reve/7.1, which you point to, of the 
four Angels bolding the four Windes, that they ſhonld not blow on 
the = nor on the ſea, &&c, If itbe certainly cobe underſtood 
of che withholding of che Spiric from breathing in the Ocdipan- 
ces (for others carry it fairly enough co another ſenſe.) 

I. There is nothing ſaid in that place for the continuance, how 
long the reſtraint ſhould laſt, much lefſe is it ſhewed, that it 
ſhould laſt during the Apoſtaſie. 

2, It may well be meant of a more ſparing breathing in com- 
pariſon of Primitive times, noc of an utrer re{traine, 

3. If it be under(tood of an utter reſtraint,cake notice,l pray, 
that the reſtraint is general, and cannot by any circumſtance of 
the Tex be confined only to officialpreaching and Preachers, as: 
you ſpeak,bur as fully reach any Preachers, even your gifced men 
as well as them,and fo doth conclude an utter cca(ing of the Spi- 
tit, to breathe now or thenin or by any means, Ordinances or 
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Preachers whatſoever, which is grofly falſe , and to afficm it 
were exceeding derogatory to the Lords free grace and mans 
ſalvation, 

Seventhly, In the next place it follows that we take a view of 
your diſtin&tion of Ordinances, and your opinion about them, 
Touching which, yon ſay,ſome are founded more immediately on 
our ſpiritual Union( Wb Chriſt / conceive you m4» )and the Co- 
yanant of Grace and Miniſtry, Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, Prai- 
er, Profeſſion, &c, 2, Such as are footed on Church-ſtating, 
luch as appertainto officials, yea deemed eflcytial co them, as 
Ordination, Confirmation, Excommunication , Admiſſion, 
Abſolution, &c. The firlt of theſe have been kept up, you ap, 
thorow all the time of the deepelt Apoſtafie, and are now uſed 
rightly, and to be uſed, The ſecond have not been alwaies 
rightly uſed, but (it ſtems to you) bave been, and are fo loſt, 
that as yet there is no due time or place for their exerciſe, This 
I.take to be your meaning about this point of Ordinances, If 
I miſtake , it is becauſe the matrer is ſer down fomewhar intri- 
cately by you. 

Now touching this point we have many things to reply ; 

Firſt, I would know, What Ainifry you mean hath alwaies 
been kept up Whether a Miniſtry exerciſed onely by virtue of 
Giftsenabling meo vntoir, or ſuch as is exerciſed by virewe of an 
Office alfe, and righe calling thereunto, If the firſt be meant, ir 
is a matter in much queſtion, Whether ſuch a ſtanding Miniſtry 
were ever allowed by Chriſt ? and it muſt be proved before we 
can receive it. Surely if ſuch a Miniſtry be curraat and fſatfici- 
ently authorized for miniſtring Word and Szcraments, there 
was no need of an official Miniftry ; and Chriſt,it ſeems, therein 
ordained a ſuperfluous Ordinance, according to that common 
Axiom, Fruftra fit per playa quod fieri poteſt per paxciora, Itis 
2 yain thing, and not beſeeming a wiſe man, to ule many wayes 
to do that which may be done by a few, If the latter be meant, 
why are official Miniſters by you queſtioned ? 

Secondly, It may be asked, Why y-u put Profefiion and 
Prayer in geperal in the rank of Ordinances, There is a wide 
difference between Ordinavees and Duties, As to believe in 
Chriſt is a Duty, not an Ordinance ; ſo tro make Profeſſion of 
the. 
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the Chriſtian faith is alſo a Duty which appertains to particular 
Chriſtians in their own perſon, ſo to whole Churches in their 
Society. So likewiſe is Prayer as it belongs to aan men, 
of which P av! ſpeaks ſpecially, Co/of.4.2, Onely pmblick Pray. 
er as it is performed by the Miniſter in publick Aſſemblies for 
Gods Worſhip, may come under the notion of aw» Ordinance, 
Ordinances, to ſpeak properly of chem, are thoſe folemn means 
which Chriſt hath appointed in his Church according to- his ſo< 
vercign power and good-will ro communicate his grace unto 
us, and to perform our ſolemn Worſhip unto him, as the pub- 
lick preaching of the Word, celebration of the Sacraments, pub- 
lick prayer, publick thankſgiviogs, faſtings ; or to provide for 
the right performance of theſe things, as combination of Chri. 
ſtians into Church-ſocieties, the cleRion and ordination of Mi- 
niſters , and exerciſes of Church-Diſcipline, Now profeſſien 
and prayer are ſuch duties as flow from that natural relation 
which is between God the Creator and the creature, and were 
owing unto God without any ſpecial inſtitution. 

Thirdly, You ſay, Thatthe laſt kinde of Ordinances are efſens 
tial ro Officials, an improper, yea falſe affertion, unlefle you 
mean no more then what you ſaid elſwhere, that they appertain 
bo Officers : For nothing iseſſentia/to a Church- officer, or any 
other thing, but the Aſarrer and Form thereof, which doth con- 
ſticure them. The Matter of an Officer are Gifts enabling him 
to perform it ; the Form an orderly purting him into that Office 
by ſuch as have Anthority, and giving him aright to ex:cure it, 
The Exerciſe of ſome thing may properly and onely belong to 
Otticers (as preaching the Word and adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments to Paſtors and Teachers rightly called) which yer are not 
efſential ro them, Nothing can ſubſiſt or have a being in na» 
ture wanting its eſſentials. A Paſtor or Teacher may be ſuch an 
one in Office, and yet letted by ficknefle or ſome other wayer, 
that for many weeks together he neither preach nor adminiſter 
the Sacraments. 

Fourthly, Ic is not truly ſaid, That ſome Ordinances are more 
immediately founded in our Union with Chriſt, For no Ordi- 
nancescan be ſaid to be fcunded on our Union with Chriſt, 
Such things onely can rightly be ſaid to berfounded on that Uni» 
On, 
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on, which as the proper fruit and effects thereof do flow from it 
co our ſalvation; as Calling , Juſtification , SanRification, &-e, 
It may be _m_ that an holy right to theſe Ordinances, and 
the bleſſed fruit of them comes and proceeds from our Union 
with Chriſt, but nec the Ordinances themſelves, of which many 
partake which have not, not ever (hall have Union with Chriſt, 
Indeed they tend either to bring men to that bleſſed Union, or 
to nouriſh and ſtabliſh them in it : To which purpoſe in their 
place ſerve thoſe latter kinde of Ordinances, yea Excommuni- 
cation it ſelf, which is ſpecially ordained for the good of the E- 
left to heal and recover them if they fall ſcandalouſly, by cuttivg 
them off, to the end they may repent and be reſtored, gr topre- 
vent their infeRion by putting ſcandalous and infeRious perſons 
out of their Society. But for the foundation of theſe and all Or- 
dinances, it isin the Inſtitution of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, conſ- 
ſting in a command for the ule of them, and partly in the 
promlc of a bleſſing on the right uſc of them, as for Teaching 
and Baptifa is to be ſcen, Marth.28.19,20, and for the Lords 


SupPers I Cor.11.24, 

ifthly, It may bggranted you, That theſe Ordinances arc 
ſame way founded oh the Cevenane of Grace, if by founded 
ou onely mean, that they are ſome cfteAs of it, For as God 
by that Covenantdoth oblige himſelt co give grace and falvati- 
on to his Ele& : ſo by conſequence to provide for them all 
means outward and inward, that ſhould conduce to make them 
partakersof the Covenant and benefits of it, cauſing them to 
imbrace it, and ftabliſhing them in it. But then this is not a 
thing peculiar te the firſt kinde of Ordinances , bur belongs al- 
ſoto % latter, which have their uſe both in agmirting men in- 
to fellowſhip with Chriſt and his Church, and maintaining them 
in it, | 
Sixthly, You grant, That theſe firſt Ordinances have never 
been loſt , but continued all the time of the Apoſtaſie. Bur 
what doth this grant avail for any benefit to Gods people all 
that while, or now; When you did before affirm , chat they 
are but dead Ordinances, and have not the Spirit breathing 
in, or by them, nor (tall have, untill che brightnefle of Chcilts 
coming ? E Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, How doth it appear that thoſe latter Ordinanceg 
have been loſt, us you ſeem to imply,duriog the Apoſtafie, more 
then the former? 

1» The uſe of chem was held up all that while in the Antichri» 
ftian Church, where was Ordination , Excommunication, Abs 
ſolution, &c, and that as Ordinances of Chriſt,as well as Teach= 
ing, Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, cc. and fince the Reformati- 
on have more or lefſe been taken up, and wled in the reformed 
Churches, | 

2+ To that you ſay, they were not alwayes rightly uſed, nor 
alway in right hands : I anſwer, That if that aboliſh them , 
on the ſame grounds thoſe former Ordinances may as well 
ſaid to have been loſt, as having been in many things corropt- 
ed and uſurped by choſe who had little right to meddlewith 
them | 


3» What reaſons ſever are, or cxn be alledged for the con- 
tinuance of the firſt ſorr, are as firong for the continuance of 
this latter kinde, 1, There is for theſe Chrifts Inflitrmrionas well 
as for thoſe, 2. They were inſtituted not only for 4 time, but 
to be continued untill the laſt day, Epheſ@11,12,13. Inthe 11 
yerſe there is the I»ſtsrwtion of an Beddebeflralnnd Official Mi. 
»fry diſtin& one from another, as ſome to be ſuch, and others 
to be ſuch, So'thar they that were Apoſtles, Evangeliſt, &e. 
were not properly Paſtors nor Texchers, Nor they which were 
properly Paſtors and Teachers, were not Apoſtles nor Prophets, 
&c. If they were all the ſame- in office and power, 'what ſhonld 
-nced ſuch an enumeration of ſo many kindes diſtin one 
from the other ? verſe 12, is ſpecified rhe end for which they 
were given, namely the perfe&t Knjrting rogerher of the $ aings, 
the work of the Miniſtry, the edification of the boay of Chrif, If 
that then during the Apoſtaſie Chrit bad any Saints among men 
to be joyned together, any work of the Miniſtry ro be done, any 
myſtical body to be edified ( as doubtlefle he had) all theſe 
things were to be performed by the officiall Miniſtry which 
Chriſt gave for that end. But theſe things conld nor be all thar 
while performed by Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangelifts, and there- 
fere were done by other Officials, Paſtors and Teachers, which 
| Chriſt 
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Chrift gave for that end, and in ſome ſort continued all thoſe 
corrupt times, In the 13, verſe is ſer down how long this Mi» 
ni try was to continue, even wnrill We all meet im the mnity of rhe 

faith, andattain toaperfeft man in Chrift , which will not be 

until che laſt dxy of the reſtoring and conſummacion of all things, 
1 Cor,13-9,10. Now if Chriſt did ordain ſuch a Miniſtry, xnd 

for ſuch a time, be hath ſurely for the ſubRance mainezined 8nd 
continaed ir hitherto, and fo will to the end. And if he have 

nor, or ſhall not do fo, itiseither for want of power in hiin t96 

do it, or of love and care for his Charches good: gither of 
which to charge upon Chrilt werefiofull. And if rhis continys 

ance have not been in a ſucceſſive order of Apoftles, Prophets 

and Evangelifts (which long ago have ceaſed) it hath been con- 

tinued in an Official Aſini/try of Paſtors and Texchers , ſuch as 

Chriſt firſt gave andordained. 3; There is a folemn Command» 

ment for the exerciſe and keeping up of Diſciptie utitill the 

coming of Chriſt, x 75m. 6. 13,14, There is a ſtreighe charge 

laid upon T imethy ro keep that courſe of Diſcipline which he had 

preſcrided him in that Epiſtle, U=till rhe appearing of (orifh 

Now his command cannot concern 7':merby onely, who was 

noc to ſurvive ſo long, or to thir- day+ But belongerh 19 the 

Miniſters and Church-officers, who in -efter times were to-ſtic= 

ceed him in the care afid rule of the Church. "And if Pray con- 

tinnally which you alledge from 1 Theſſ, 5.7. to prove that 

prayer as a Church- ordinance hath been alway concinued, it be» 
ing but 2 command for the contintaf uſe of it; and rhat rather 
of priate prayer by Chriſtians in cheir common courſe: of life, _ 
then of publick -in Chorch-Afſemblies, be valid enongh to 
prove your purpoſe : this command of Paw! unto Timothy for 
the exerciſe of Diſcipline by bim, preſcribed to be continued un» 
ro Chriſts coming,doth receflarily prove the continuance offic im 
thc Crurch. - 

Laſtly, What you alledge out of Afarts. 28. 19, 20. for the 
perp tity of reaching and Baptiſm, makes as much for the like 
continued uſe of Diſcipline, For as the Apoltles there are bid 
tO teach and Baprize : So likew'ſe are they commanded 7 o teach 
the Nations, to obſerve all things that he had command:d,” Among 


which the exercife of Diſcipline was certainly one £ For the 
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maintenance of which, his promiſe is to be preſent with his Mi- 
niſters to che end of the world, as well as for the continuance of 
the other Ordinances, Now there are many other Scriptures 
which you point at for proof of this and your other points, 
touching which I wiſh that you had ſhewed how the Scri- 
- ptures pointed at conclude your points. For my Logick doth nor 
ſuffice to conclude the one from the other, 

Eighchly, There enſue ſome reaſons (a I conceive) of them, 
why this ſccond ſort of Ordinances are loſt : Firſt, This Key of 
Diſcipline was wholly reſolved into the Pope ; I take it that yon 
mean, that ic was wholly ſeiſed on by the Pope, and no Diſci- 
pline was exerciſed but under and from him, 

Anſw, So was it with Teaching, Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 
per, and other Ordinances you ſpeak of, they were ſo got into 
the Popes hands, that they were adminiſtred and managed by 
none but thoſe that were authorized by the Pope, or by ſuch. as 
under bim did conferre anthority for the ſame : And if that did 
not null or abolifh Teaching, Baptiſm, &c, why ſhould it null 
or aboliſh Diſcipline, or any part thereof , though ingrofſed by 
the Pope, and abuſed by him, Ic was the policy of Satan and 
that great Impoſtour under him (the Pope) to ſeiſe into his 
bands all the Ordinances of Chriſt, that by che Chew and pre- 
tence of them he =_ get the credit of Religion, and uphold- 
ing the Chriſtian faith, and ſo the more cloſely and effeRually 
deccive the Chriſtian world, which he could not have done if he 
had wholly rejxRed and aboliſhed them, and ſer vp onely his 
own ſaperſtitiocs and inventions in the room of them :; Chriſts 
Ordinances may and do (till remain Chriſts Ordinances for mat- 
ter and ſubſtance, though in wrong hands and abuſed: As the 
great Seale of the Kingdome is (till the right and crue Seale, 
though in the hands of an uſurping Lord Keeper,and imployed to 
wrongfull ends, | 

O6j. Bat the Pope had another Key given him, and other Ofe 
ficers, 2s Locuſts, Revel.g. 

Anſw. Letit be ſo, that another Key was given to»the Pope, 
viz, When he claimed to be an Univerſal Biſhop, Chrifts Vicar, 
and the Head of the Church nnder him, and fo uſurped an il- 
mitted power in buſineſſes] ſecular and ſpiritus!, and that he 
| bad 
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had with all other Officers called Locuſts, viz. Aſonks, Friars; 
Priefts, Abbats, Cardinals, and the whole Popiſti Clergy ; yet 
with all ſubtilty be dig, recain the Key of Chriſts Diſcipline in 
Ordination, Excommunication, $ufþen/ion, &c. and made uſe 
of it to promote his own Kingdom, yea and had for ſubſtance 
ſome of the Officers ordained by Chriſt ſuch as were Preach- 
ers and Adminiftrers of holy things in particular C ongregations 
though under other names, as Parſons and Ficars, and nor, 
without ſome corruption in their admiffion and adminiſtration, 
Notwithſtanding ss amongſt all the corruptions under Popery , 
Baptiſm for the ſubſtance remained true and right, in as much 
as ſuch as were baptized , were baptized » the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Sonne and holy Ghoſt, according to the form by Chriſt 
appointed, Neither have any taught or affirmed, That Baptiſm 
under Popery was or is pull, and to be repealed ; So for the 
ſubſtance, a true and right Miniſtry might be, and was there 
found , viz. fuch a one, us by which men were called and 
-- _ to preach the Word, and miniſter the holy things 

OhjeR. There was no other face of Officials among Papilts, 
but a Locuſts in Zacers time, who himſclt was n 
Monk. ; 

Anſw. There was among Papiſts in and before Zachers time, 
Officials (as you ſtile them) which are not to be reckoned among 
theſe Locuſts , but ſuch as the huly Ghoſt in the Apocalyps doth 
honour and account of, as true and worthy Miniſters of Chriſt, 
though what outward calling .they had , was from rogi Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyrers, and themlclves were Monks and Friars, 
or of ſome ſuch Popiſh order. It cannot be denied, that many 
of thoſe which during the Apoſtaſic for twelve handred and fix» 
ty years, did ſtand up by Writing and Preaching to witneſſe 
Truth againſt Popery, were Biſoops , Priefts, Monks or Fri- 
arr, 25 in oyr England, Biſhop Grofted, John Wickliff n Prielt ; 
in other Countreys T awler« a Preacher, John Hm and Jerones 
of Pragne Prieſts, Savaralona a Monk, and one Sylveſter a Fri- 
ar, with many other the like, All which potwitbſtanding that 
theirOrdication was accordiog tw the times fromPopiſh Biſhops, 
and their order ſuperſtitious , = the holy Ghoſt doth Re of 
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them 2s Chriſts faitbfull Witneſſes, andſo his true and lawfull 
Miniſters, and not any of thoſe Locuſts which came out of rhe 
ſmoke of the bottomleſle pit ; So Chap 14 6,8,9. there are three 
Angels which in courſe follow one another preaching the Go- 
ſpel, and declaiming agaioſt Batz/on and the Bealt: Who are 
thelc now ? Not proper Angels coming from heaven, but ra- 
ther according to the curravt of Interpreters, a ſeries and rank 
of Miniſters, which were raiſed vp by the Lord, by their prea+ 
ching to make way for the ruine of che Pope, and reſtoring the 
Church, ſuch as by ſome learned men 3re named in particular, 
viz, Ockam, John of Gaunt , Dantes, our Job Wickliff, 
Hw, Jerom of Prague, Luther, men that lived in the Church 
of Rome, had their external calling from that Church, were of 
ſomeof their Popiſh orders, and yet are acknowledged to be 
Angels, as well as thoſe of the ſeven Churches of. Apa, that is 
true Miniſters of Chriſt, raiſed, ſent, and authorized by him, 
It doth not then derogate from the truth of an official Miniſtry, 
if hebe a ſound Preacher ofthe Goſpel, thata man hath been 
ordained thereunto by a Br/Sop Popiſh, not only in regard of the 
Office, but in Dodtine alſo; But this acknowledgment of 
ſuch for Agel: doth approve ſach Ordination good for fſnbſtancez 
though in ſome things it be corrupt and defcAive, as before 1 
ſaid of baptizing. It is then a' frivolous cavil ,” and which by 
this ſeotence of the holy Ghoſt is put to ſilence, that men make 
againſt our Engliſh Miniſters as Antichriſtian, becauſe ordained 
by Biſhops, when ſuch ſo ordained are called Angels, and their 
Ordination is conferted on them by Biſhops which were ſound 
io the profeſlion of the Goſpel, Preſbyters and Preachers of the 
Goſpel, and in the worke did joyne ocrher Presbyters with 
them, 

Obje@, But the vifible Church ic ſelf failed, which is the foun. 
dation of theſe Othcials and latter Ordinances, and fo theſc mu 
needs fail. 

Anſw, This is ſomewhat indeed 2 Nay fo much as will carry 
the cauſe if ic be made pood, It is not true, as is before ſhew. 
ed, That the viſible Church is the foundation of theſe Officials cr 
latcer Ordivances ; but Chrilts Inſtitution and promiſe : bur 
the viſible Church is invelted with a power and right to uſe 
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them, and that onely, and not any other civil or heretical Socie» 
ty, and for the Churches good and fervice, they were by Chriſt 
appointed ; So that if there were in thoſe rimes of the Apoſtafie, 
no viſible Church, it may be granted that they failed fince there 
was no Church which bad power to uſe them, or for whoſe ſer- 
vice they wereto be uſed : Bur me thinks for you to fay, That 
the viſible Church hath failed, is much one as if you ſhould af- 
firm, That the pillars of the earth were broken down and over» 
thrown, For the vifible Chufth ſtandeth on as firtn x foundati- 
on, as they, that is, Gods Ordinance, Power and Faichfulnefs. 
Concerning Which point, by a viſible Church may be meant a 
company of Chriſtians with their ſeed joyned together in one 
place, and ſetled in a right and compleat order for the worſhip 
of God, and exerciſe of all Gods Ordinamces, Now ' that 
there hath been ſuch a viſible Church alt along che Apoftaſie it 
any one place, or in many places ſucceſſively , camo, [think,ea. 
fily be ſhewed, nor is it needfull for .rhis matter to be proved. 
Next, by a viſible Church may be meant a cqmpany of errons 
 profefling the true Religion, 2bſtaining from falſe warll rw 
worſhipping God in a pure way, though for the moſt diſperſed 
io ſundry places and meetings for Gods worſhip, bur it ſcmall 
companies : Such a Church of God certzinly bath been and ſhall 
be perpetual z Such a Charch of Godrhere was in ſ-aet un- 
der their great Apoſtaſie, viz, A company that did not bow "the 
knee to Baal, 1 King-18.19. and did in ſplemn times meet fot 
the main parts of Gods worthipy as hearing of his Word and 
Prayer, 2 Kings 4.23+ though nat for Sacrifice, which ordina- 
rily was onely to be offered at the Temple. Such a one was 
there under the Babyloniſhs Captivity , in which ſtate the Jews 
could not aſſemble, as in their own Land ro the Temple, to 
pertorm all Gods ſervice, but 2s they were ſcattered into feve- 
ral Cities and Towns, could onely where they were, make 0- 
pen profcſſion of their Religion, and in ſmaller companies mece 
together for the Word and prayer, and fuch main pittsof Gods 
worſhip. And ſuch a one alſo hath continued under the Popiſh 
defeRion, | | 

To ſpeak to which Point ſomewhat more largely, I afficm, 


Firſt, That there never was, nor ever will be an occer failing of 
Chrilts 
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Chriſts viſible Church, It is propheſied of Chriſt, That be al 
fit upon the Throne of David, and his K ingdom, to order and ſta- 

bliſhit With judgement andiuFice, from henceforth even for ever, 

16.9. And whart is this Throne and Kingdome of David, but 

Chriſts viſible Church, in which Chrilt is to fic and reign viſibly, 

as David did in his Kingdom, and that for ever? Itis written, 

D an,2.44, T hat the God of beaven ſhould ſet up a K ingadom which 

ſhould never be deftroyed : And what can this be meant of, but 

of Gods viſible Church, ſet up in the view of the world, as 

thoſe carthly Kingdoms were, which it ſhould break and de- 
ſtroy, but it ſelf ſtand for ever ; But if this Church have at any 

time wholly failed, it hath not ſtood , nor doth ſtand for ever, 
but hath been deſtroyed, 

3. Chriſt is ct _ God his Father with power, and a com- 
mand given him, To ralein the midff of his enemies, Pial,110.2. 
which how ſhould he do, if his enemies (ſhould fo farre prevail, 
as to aboliſh his viſible Church in which he is to reign? Beſides, 
theſe are Relatives, and depend one upon another, a King and 
Kingdom, xn Head and Body, Huſbandand Sponſe, And: what 
is Chriſts Kingdom , Body , Spouſe here in the world (as we 
have afore-ſaid) but his viſible Church ? Sothar it failing, Chriſt 
ſhould ceaſe to be a King, Head or Husband in the view of 
men, or bea King without a Kingdome, a Head without a 
yn an Husband without a Wife, or as it were a forlorn Wi- 

ower. 

Laſtly, Chr#? «« the ſame yeſterday , to day , and ſo fir ever, 
Heb.13,8, As therefore of old ke hath had a viſible Church, fo 
ought he co have in theſe latter times, now and for ever. If at 
any time he were, or be without ic, he is not the ſame , but un- 
dergoeth a notable alteration in reſpeR of this eſtate and relati- 
on. It will not ſalve the matter to ſay, T hat bis invifible Church 
wever failed ; and fo that his Kingdom, Headſhip, &c. did and 
doth ever continue, for they are viſible chings, whereby the re- 
lation between him and his Church are deciphered, and ſo in 
all reaſon point out the viſible ſtate of the Church, 2. The 
Church inviſible as ſo,is unknown and wholly unſeen to men,ard 
Chriſts invible Rule and Government over them,cannot by men 
be difceracd. And what honour were this then to Chriſt in the 
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world to rule only invifibly, of which men can take ve know- 
ledge. 3» Whereſoever Chriſt hath an inviſible Church, there 
will a viſible Church appear ; for where true faich is, it will not 
bc hid, but manifeſt ic ſelf ro the world by oper prefeflion, and 
ſo thoſe that are members of the inviſible Church will become 
vilible to the world. 
' _ Secondly, I attirc, That Chriſts viſible Church never wholly 
failed under Antichriſts Apoſtacy, It was ſometimes leſſe ſor 
the Territories it occupied, then at ſome other time, ſometime 
more hid and lefle conſpicuous for its ſhew unto the world, bur 
it Was ever extant, and ſo extant that it appeared unto men 
both in particular members, and in companies ing thereto, 
by their profeſſion of the true faith, witneffing againlt errours, 
worſhipping God and gee the Goſpel, t not {0 
acknowledged by the Antichriltian rabble, 

I. There were :wo Witneſſes of Chriſt all the time of Anti- 
chriſts Reign, Revel 11,3+ and what were they but # 
of Preachers and Profeſſors, which all chat time ſucceſiively 
_ witreſſed for Chriſts truth agaioſt Popery? whoſe profeſſion as 
it was open and manifeſt ; ſodid it declare to the world, that 
Chriſt had a company which profeſſed his truth, and that they 

did belong thereunto, 

' 2. There were Saints ſo manifeſting themſclyes by life and 
profeſſion, ſo diſcovered by the Beaſt and Whore by their oppo- 
ſition which they made to their wayes, againſt which che Beaſt 
made warre, and overcame them, Revel, 13.7. And with 
whoſe bloud the Whore was drunken, Revel.19.6. Yet ſo that 
all Chriſts Saints were not deſtroyed , but ſome being {lain,. 0- 
thers aroſe in their rooms, or continued other where fo (till co 
uphold the profeſſion of the Goſpel. Now where viſible Saints 
are (as we do ſee here were under Antichriſt) that profeſle true 
religion and worthipxthere isa viſible C hurch, 

3. There was by S. John during the Apoſtaſie ſeen on Mount 
Sion with the Lamba hundred fourty four thouſand, . Revel, 14. 
x. Whoſe deſcription is ſuch, as ſhegerh that Chriſt in chem, 
during chat time, had a viſible Church. For, 1. They had theie 
fathers, 5.4. Gods name —_—. their fore: heads, hs 
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that is, they made open profeſſion of his true Religion. 2, They 
did exerciſc themſelves in finging before the Throne, the Elders 

and the Beaſts, werſc3. And what is that buc that they wor 
' ſhipped God rogether in holy Aſſemblies ? 3. They were not 
defiled with women, ver.4. but were virgins, chat is, they kepe 
themſelves from being polluted with the fpirituall Whoredoms, 
1 mean, the 7do/atry of the times : And now tell me, Are not 
ſach companies as openly profeſſe true Religion, worſhip God 
in holy meetings, and preſerve themſelves from common 1Ido- 
latry, vihble Churches ? what elſecan you make of them ? Sure. 
ly they are neither Synagogues of Satan, cor confulions of Ba. 
bylon, Laſtly, There was a Temple during the time of the A- 
poſtaſieg in which alſothere was a company that did worlbip, 
Revel.£34.x. And what was this but the true Charch of Chrilt, 
and the ſame viſible : For it Was meaſured: Now meaſure- 
ment is of things viſible, not inviſible, Again, while the Apo- 
ſtaſie laſted, Saior Fobn ſaw a Temple in which Angels were 
converſant , and with them (no doubt) other worthippers, 
Revel 14.,15,17,18, Yeahe law this Temple opened, (hap.1s5, 
5. in heaven before the ſeven laſt plagues were. fulfilled e Ic 
ſeems that for the greatelt part of the Apoſtafie this Temple was 
ſomewhat ſecret and bidden, yet not ſo, but chat it wes viſible 
alſo in ſome that worſhipped inic, and ſome open Profeflors of 
the Goſpel. But withall it became 'more, open and manifeſtly 
vifble upon the Reformacion which was made by thoſe worthy 
and godly Miniſters, whom God raiſed ſome hundred ycars #- 

0, and fo hath been ever fince more viſible and conf{picuous : ſo 
Far is it from being utterly loſt and extin, 

ObjefF, But all this while onely 4ſcaled ele number remain- 
ed, Rev.7.3,&#c. & 9.4. : 

Anſw, If you mean that there were none that made any. vili- 
ble profeſſion of true Religion, but thole ſealed ones ; you ſay 
that beſide the book and withou: proof, For thoſe ſealed ones 
were (as you truly ſay) de&t and faved ones. Now in all ages 
many more have made profeſſion of Religion then the ele of 
God, Afany are called few are choſen, Matth, 20,16, And fo 
here it is clear, that during the time eſpecially at the beginning 
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of the defeRion, 2s in Feru/atew, Ezck, 9.. Belides the godly 
mourners whish were marked in the fore-head, chere were fan- 
dry that made profeflion of the Jewiſh Religion, and were: 
vifible Members, though not living Members of the Church ; 
So during this Apoltafie , beſide theſe ſealed ones there 
were many that did profefſe the Chriſtian Religion a- 
right for the ſabltance, and helpe ro make up xz viſible 
Chorch. 

Secondly, 1f there were noneelle, yer thardoth nor prove, 
that the viſible Church did utterly fail. For even out of that 
number viſible Churches in ſundry places, and ſeveral Ages, 
in which ſucceſſively they lived, mighe well be, and were 
conſticured; as which were a com ſealed inthe fore-head, 
and making open profeſſion of Chriſt and his Goſpel in the 
Places where, and in the Ages when they lived : Two chingy are 
vbourt them to be taken notice of ; 

T1. That they were a ſealed number, which doth impore 
thus mach, That in that great defeQion in which the great- 
eſt part of men periſhed eternally by wondering after, and 
worſhipping the Beaſt, Yer there was a choſen namber thac 
were ſaved, that is, theſe ſealed ones, and none bur they, 
though there were many beſides them which made viſible pro- 
feffion of the Goſpel. 

2+ That they were ſealed in the fore-head , which ſhews, 
that while the whole carth *almoſt did worſhip the Beaſt, yer 
there was a great number in thoſe times that did not defile 
themſelves with that Idolatry, but did openly maipgain and 
profeſſe the true faith of Chriſt and worthip of God z,,amony 
which was found a viſible Church, | 

For a Concluſion you adde , That theſe latter Ordinances 
have a being in the Scripture, and in rhe minde and deſire of 
the faithful, and that yom carry they along Withyon, as the Iire- 
lites didof old rhe veſſels of the Lord, but that you dare not offi 
ciate With them, as bring in the T erritories of Babylon, u#1ill you 
be pat Euphrates. | 

Anſw, What Ordinances are inſtituted and commanded in 
Scripcure ( as you ſay they are, = how elſe have they a being 
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there but by inſtication and command?) Gods yuue are bound 
to praQiſe them in all times and places, unlefle by ſome exter- 
nal violence of perſecution, or fo, they be letred.. They muſt 
obſerve all things which Chriſt hath commanded, Aſarrh.28. 20, 
It will not then ſerve your turn, that you carry them along with 
you in your minde and defire, unlefe yoo officiate with them, 
es you phraſe ir. Nor . will the example of the 1/raelires help 
here, who uſed not the veſſels of the Lord for apy holy ſer- 
vice while they werein the way to Siov. Of which the reafon 
is very plain ; for their uſe was confined to a certain place, 
_ viz, The Temple at 7ern/alew, and might not elſewhere be 
uſed. Bur ſo are not any Goſpel-Ordinances, with which God 
may now be worſhipped in any place, obs 4. 21, 23, And if 
you purpoſe to forbear the uſe of them, untill you be paſt Eu. 
phrates, I would gladly learn from you, what this Expbrates 
is : How farre from it, or neartoit we be. As /renexs above, 
faid of Prophecies not fulfilled, That they are dark, and fo 
doubtfull Riddles unto men 3 ſo abont this, as not accompliſh» 
ed in your own judgement, I finde Interpreters ſo to vary, that 
I know not where to fix my foor, Preſume not roo much of 
your own inſight into ſuch myſtical Prophecies above other god- 
ly and learned men, but whatſoever your conceit be of it, count 
it but as a conjeRure, and be content with us in ſobriety and 
komility to wait untill 'the Lord ſhall accompliſh it , and by a 
clear event reveal to us the meaningof it, 

And thus baving ſaid ſomewhat ro moſt of your new con- 
ceits, I ſhould here have ended, but that there cometh to minde, 
an argumenc of ſome. weight, with the particulars of it , much 
making againſt your new way, which I defire to profer co your 
conſideration. lt fs thus, #/hat Way or opinion # contrary to any 
of the ten Commandments, Petition of the Lord;-Prayer, 
any.commanaed D uty, and to the firtberance of mens ſalvation, 
cannot be of Chrift , bus may juſtly be deemed Antichriftian, 
Such is this of yours, which denies the ſerting wp of viſible 
Churches in right order, official Miniſtry, and calling therewnto, 
and the exerciſe of Dyſcipline : and there fore it cannot be of God, 
hat a ſpirit of Antichrift i in it. 
| To 
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To make good the Mixer, of which onely the doubc can be ; 
e is, 

Firſt, Contrary to the ſecond Commandment, As the ne- 
gative of thar Commandmenc doth forbid unto men all falſe and 
deviſed means of Gods worſhip, ſo the affirmative, accord- 
ing to the received rule of interpreting the Commandments, 
doth command to us the uſe of all means of worſhip appointed 
by the Lord. Now the Lord hath appointed for thac purpoſe 
two ſorts of means, the one more principall, as direaly tend» 
ing co the exerciſe and nouriſhing of Faith, Hope and Love, 
viz, Preaching the Word, adminiſtration of Sacraments, pub- 
lick Prayer. The other lefſe principall, as conducing to the 
right uſe of the former, and tending to Gods worſhip, as their 
proper end : ſuch are Church-ſocicties, official-Miniſtry, 
and a due Calling to it, exerciſe of Diſcipline , - which that 
Commandment doth enjoya as well as the former, and which 
cannot be wittingly and commonly omitted without breach 
of it. : : 

Secondly, Ir is agaioſt the fourth Commandment, which , as 
it commandeth the ſanRitying of the Sabbath, ſo according to 
the right interpreting of the Commandments doth ic withall 
preſcribe and enjoyn the uſe of all means that are proficable to 
rhe better ſanifying of it:” And who can deny, who is not 
wilfully wedded to his ſelf-conceit, that- gathering and order- 
ing Churches in diſtin ſocieties, and an official Miniſtery right- 
ly called doth muck avail hereunto, and that the Lords-day is 
much better ſanified in fuch Societies, and ſuch a Miniſtry,then 
in confuſed Aſſemblies that are withour order, and without any 
orderly Miniſtry ? Now the ten Commandmeats are moral, per- 
petual and binde alwayes. 

Secondly, Ic is againſt the two firſt Petitions of the Lords 
Prayer, wherein we are taught to pray, T hat Gods nan may be 
' hatowed, Secondly, That bu . Kingdom way come. Now what 

"we ought to pray for, it is our duty to purſue the promoting of - 
it by all Gods means ; for to pray for this or that, and not to 
apply our ſelves to the uſe of all good means to obtain or pro» 
moteit, isto dally with God and to mock him ; Now the ſet- 
F 3 ting 
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ting up of viſible Churches;of an orderly Miniſtery abd Diſci. 
pline, doe ſerve very wuch to the ſanRifying of Gods name, 
and promoting his Kingdom, for they are Gods Ordinances, 
in appointing which his ſoveraign Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſle are ſet forth, 

Secondly, Particularly in and by a viſible Church his Wor. 
ſhip is upheld among men, his Religion is ptofeſſed , and the 
DoArine of the Golpel publiſhed. Ir is therefore called, 7 be 
Pillar of Trath, 1 Tim3.15. lo and by an orderly Miniſtery, 
the -due honour and authority of chat calling is maintained, 
Gods holy things are miniſtred with the more affurance of 
Gods acceptation, and hope of his bleſſing of them, By 
Diſcipline ſcandals are prevented or healed, and licentious 
living much reſtrained. To deny therefore theſe things, ag 
unſeaſonable, and ſo now unlawfull , is tro hipder the 
ſanAifying of Gods Name, and advancing of bis King- 
dome. | 

Thirdly, It is againſt the Commandment of Chriſt, con- 
cernivg ſcandals, which all Chriſtiavs are bound to doe their 
endeavour $0 prevent or take away, and for which Diſci- 
pline by Chriſt is ordained the ſpeciall Remedy, which 
ſince you oppoſe , what doe you but ſet yeur ſelfe againſt 
this command of Chriſt, and open. « Gate for finnefull Li- 
berty in erroneous DoQtrine, and looſenefſe of Conyerſa- 
tion ? 

Laſtly, It is prejudicial to mans Salvation, which no ratio- 
nal man can or will deny , mult needs be better furthered 
io2 ſetled Society of Saints , nnder a conſtant Miniſtery and 
due exerciſe of Diſcipline , then where none of theſe are : 
But cither an utter rejeRion of them , or confulion in 
them, 

And thus you have my Notions couching your new Revela- 
tions, for which I bave made you lang to wait, If you impute 
it co my dulnefle or Nluggiſhneſſe, I will not deny ic, I am, 1. 
confeſſe, a man but of a dull apprehenfion, and flow motion ; 
Bur I can more truely aſcribe it ro my late domeſtick troubles 
and ſickneſſe, which I did (lowly recover, and to my want of 
time, 


( 
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time , who have but by-times for ſuch ſtudies, my greateſt 
time being taken up-with my School ; And to my pains which 
I have been ſain x0 take in writing out more then one copy. 
Now for coneluſion , I will onely adde a ſaying. which Sajoc 
Awgxſtize ulced unto one with whom he had Yebared ſome con- 
troverſie, by writing, V6 paritir heſirms nobiſtum, queras no- 
biſcum, ubi pariter cert 68 nobiſcum, pergas nobiſcum, ubi tw. 
um errorem cognoverl, redeas ad nat ; ubi neſtrum, revoces nos. 


Where youare in ſome dunbt with us, enquire with ns ; where 
you are alike certain With us, go on with us ; where you (hall 
perceive your errour, return tous ; where ours, recall us. And 
thus hoping that you will not take that with the left hand of 
miſ-interpretation, Which reach unto you with the right of 
good affeRion, I reſt 


Your truly loving and much 
well- wiſhing Friend 
in the Lord 


7 obn Elmatones, 
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A Poſtſcript. 


Hat place of the eFpocalyps I have before but touch- 
VV upon, I think meet again to propound for further 


conſideration ; It is Chap. 15. 23. there Jobs ſaw a 
ſea of glafſe mingled with fire, and multitudes ſtandiog by it, 
which had gotten the vitory over the Beaſt,and over his Image, | 
and over his Mark, and over the number of his Name, having 
Harps of God, and linging the Song of Moſer, and of the 
Lamb. Now I deſire to know, who theſe can be but the refor- 
med Miniſters and people that at the firſt Reformation. ( for 
7Fobn (aw them before the Vials began to be poured out) re- 
nounced the Pope and Popery, and ſet up the pure Worſhip of 
God, and ſound DoRtrine of the Goſpel, meant by the ſea of 
Glafſz there mentioned. If this be ſo (as ſurely it is) I ask, 
1, How thoſe reformed Churches then, or ours in theſe times 
which are more reformed, or their Miniſtery can be affirmed to 
be beſtial and Antichriſtian, when the holy Ghoſt doth teſtific 
for the n, that they had gotten the vitory over the Beaſt, his 
Image, Mark, and che very number of his Name ? 2, Whether 
itbe nota ſlanderpartly coming from ignorance, partly from 
malice,to brand the Ordination of our Miniſters, though by Bi- 
ſhops, much more when done by preaching Presbyters, as now 
is in uſe with _ and prayer, as a mark of the Beaſt, when it 
is ſo plainly ſaid, that all they, 5. e. Miniſters as well as people 
had got the yiRtory over the mark of the Beaſt in expreſſe terms? 
3. Whether the reformed Churches which got ſuch a victory 
over all theſe, yea even the number of the Beaſt his Name, have 


not 
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not caſt off their Babyloniſos Garments, For what remains of 
thac Gacmeat. Where the Beaſt, his Image, Mark and Number 
of his Name are caſhiered > 4. Whether itbe not a perverſe 
pratice to rejeRt finging of P/alms in Church-meetings for 
Gods ſervice, whenas that company which-was wich the Lamb 
on Mount So», Revel. 14. 3. and this by the ſea of Glaſle, 
Verſe 3. are praiſed for giving this Worſhip to the Lord? 
Laſtly, There are ſome paſlages in your Letter ſeem to have flip- 
ped from you at unawares, as, That Teaching and Baptiſme was 
everlaſtiog, That Prayer was alwayes, That you arctin a return 
from Babylen, and yetare Within the Territories of Babylon; 2 

which I cannot handſomly reconcile,being meant of a ſpi- 
ritual departure from her. 


Viveyuale 3 ſigns | Fecting 5fts, 
Re opts Saun hs wfere Ween, 


Live and farewell; if know 
Leal wal oy ing yourw 


oe nn, 
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Reader, 


would have the know that M Henden hath [ent me an An- 
{wer unto this my laſt here printed, large enough in Werds, if as 
ſolid in Truth, to the Which [ have Legun ſome Reply, and the 
Lord affording me ſtrength and l:ft mran 10 Lo thorow With it, 
B ut in thi: buftneſſe it mach tncreaſtth my tabowr, that he bath ſent 
to me a Copy in many place! (6 cloſely Written, {6 often interlined , 
and much Hotted, that in ſuch places mine (yes throw age being 
dim, I canmet make eut'hurfull ſenſe and meairivix.:” mo ed bin.” 
there fore by Letter, either: fir af 6; oh 1# print it, 64 owre- 
times 1 Vas told Was bas intent.' Te thid'neque 6 mac meaneth ſince, 
1 cas have no ſair anſwer, but What wncermin report brings me, 
that I wuſt content my ſelf With that C #py, 4s being not like to bave 
any other from him : T his then ts one main caue of my publiſhing 
theſe firn er paſſages between us, that I may proveke HM. Henden 
1 lik" ſort to publiſt bu laſt Writing, that the Chriſtian World may 
the better krow the whole myſtery of his new way, and | may have 
a more Main ( opy to in for m wy ſelf, and ground to proceed 0” 5% 
my intended Anſwer. This is all, and fo | commend all to their im- 
partial ſcanning by the word of truth, 


]. E, 
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The Printer to the Reader, 


'S Ourteom Reader, T how art defiredto take [notice that there 
are lately come out partly concerning the ſame ſabjett, viz. 


I, Alcarned and full Anſwer to a Treatiſe, entituled, The Vani- 
zy of childiſh Baptiſm;wherein the ſeveral Arguments broughe 
to overthrow the lawfulneſſe of Infants-Baptiſm, together 
with the Anſwers to thoſe Arguments maintaining its lawful- 
neſle areduly examined , as alſo the Queſtion concerning the 
neceſſicy of dippiog in Baptuſmis fully diſcuſl:d. By . Cook 
Miniſter of the Word of God at Wroxal in Warwick ſhire, 
2, Vindicia Redemptiens in the fanning and (ifting of Sams, Oats, 
his Expoſition upon A{at.13.44.with a faithfull ſearch after 
our Lords meaning in his ewo Parables of theTreaſure and the 
Pcarl, endeavoured in ſeveral Sermons upon. ſar.13.44,45. 
by John Stalbam Paltor of the Church at Terlmg in Eſſex. 
3- The ſumme of a conference at Terling in Eſſex, held between 
three Miniſters Job» Stalham, John Newton, Enoch Gray, of 
Terling, of Little -B addo, of Wickaw, Opponents pleading 
for Infant-Baptiſm, and ewo Cata-Baptilts T*morhers B at 
Phyſician, 7 bomas Lamb Sope-boiler of London Reſpondents, 
denying Infants-Baptiſm. | 
2obn Geree's Sifters Sieve broken,or a Reply to D.ZBoxgher: (ift- 
ing my Caſe of conſcience touchi — 26, 03 pgs oath, 
Two Books of his in Defence of Infants- Baptiſm in anſwer 
to M, Tombs Objections, &c. 4. 
M. Nebemiab Rogers a learned and reverend Divine now of New 
England, diſcovering the cauſe of Gods continuing his wrath 
againſt this Nation. 
Allto be ſold at the Crane in Paws Church-yard, 


